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Have you ever noticed a 
pattern with weather? 
Think about the seasons 
of the year: winter, 
spring, summer, fall, and 
then back to winter. 
There are a lot of 
patterns in weather if 
you just stop and pay 
attention! 

stop and ask: What other patterns have you noticed 
in weather?

Vocabulary:
weather: the 
temperature and 
outside conditions at a 
certain time
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These patterns are due 
to the way Earth travels 
around the sun. Did you 
know that the Earth 
revolves around the sun? 
The Earth goes all the 
way around the sun in 
365 days. That is one 
year! This trip around 
the sun is the reason we 
have four seasons.

Vocabulary:
revolve: to move 
around something



3

The Earth revolves around the 
sun while it rotates on it’s axis. 
One rotation takes 24 hours 
which is 1 day. Since the Earth’s 
axis is tilted, one side of the 
Earth is leaning towards the sun 
while it goes around the Earth. 
This side of the Earth gets a lot 
more sunlight which means it is 
summer! The other side of the 
Earth is getting less sunlight 
which means it is winter.Vocabulary:

rotate: spin or move in 
a circle
axis: an imaginary line 
that indicates how 
something rotates stopstop and ask: What season is it right now? What does 

that tell us about the position of the Earth?
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As the Earth continues on 
it’s path around the sun, 
the hemisphere that is close 
to the sun starts to get 
farther away. As it moves 
farther away, it becomes 
fall. Once it is tilted  
completely away, it is 
winter. This cycle happens 
each and every year. This is 
how we experience seasons 
on Earth. 

Vocabulary:
hemisphere: half of a 
sphere
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Patterns in weather are 
much easier to notice if 
you keep a log. You can 
just use a notebook to 
record what the weather 
is like each day. See what 
you can figure out about 
the weather in your area. 
I think you will find many 
different patterns if you 
just look.


